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BREEAM

BREEAM-NL is an internationally recognised sustainability label for 
buildings. The quality mark assesses new construction projects and 
large-scale renovation projects for their total sustainability 
performance. From the construction site to the initial use of the 
building. 

We emphasise that Chameleon whiteboard panels are classed as 
interior design elements and do not officially need to meet BREEAM-NL 
standards. However, we have chosen to have our product assessed 
according to BREEAM-NL standards to show how our product can 
contribute to the customer’s sustainability goal. 

Whiteboard walls are increasingly incorporated in the Preliminary 
Design Phase when the functionality of a building is determined. 
Whiteboards are mounted on the construction site and not after 
delivery. As such, they have areas of overlap with the BREEAM-NL label, 
for example by influencing the construction site and waste materials.

MAN2 CONSTRUCTION SITE AND SURROUNDINGS

Goal: Promote the sustainable management of the construction site and its 
impact on the surroundings.

Criteria: Comply with current practice guidelines for construction site 
management according to the Bewuste Bouwers (Conscious Constructors) manual 
or take extra measures which go further than the manual.

Contribution of Chameleon with respect to Credit MAN2
Chameleon assembly teams follow the guidelines of the Bewuste Bouwers 
manual. Assembly can be planned to minimise any inconvenience. Tools comply 
with the guidelines, such as dust extraction on machines. 

Because of the magnetic mounting of our panels, we can assemble the 
whiteboards fast and efficiently, minimising inconvenience.

Our assembly team in action at a 
height on a BREEAM construction site.



MAN3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
CONSTRUCTION SITE
Goal: From an environmental viewpoint, promote sustainable 
construction site management in terms of sustainable material use, 
reduced energy consumption and limited pollution.

Criteria: All the wood for the construction site is produced in a 
sustainable way and comes from a legal source. Points can also be 
earned by complying with 7 paragraphs from the A3 checklist in the 
BREEAM New Construction & Renovation manual.

Contribution of Chameleon with respect to Credit MAN3:
• Manufacturer of Chameleon, Smit Visual, works with FSC-certified 

wood. 
• Our unpackaged whiteboard panels are placed directly on a steel 

trolley and driven from the factory to the construction site. Panels 
are separated by a cardboard sheet. This can be FSC-certified 
cardboard. The sheets are collected and reused after assembly. 

• Transport takes place on a transport van in which the whiteboard 
panels can be easily stacked alongside each other. This means that 
no heavy transport is required to transport all the products for an 
entire project.

• Our own transport makes just-in-time management possible, thus 
limiting any inconvenience.

• We take measures to limit inconvenience on the construction site, 
such as dust extraction and noise restriction.

• We offset our CO2 emissions, including those from transport, 
through the internationally-recognised Trees For All foundation. MAN4 USER MANUAL

Goal: Promote the availability of a construction manual for 
non-technical users of the building to help them understand the 
building and use it efficiently.

Criteria: A simple manual must be provided for the tenant/user and 
non-technical manager of the building to provide information about 
using the building and its environmental performance.

Contribution of Chameleon with respect to Credit MAN4
Chameleon offers various types of manuals for users/tenants.
• Video: there is a video for people who process visual information 

better than textual. The video explains everything in easy steps.
• Online information: users looking for information can visit our 

Chameleon website for a detailed instruction page on the correct use 
and maintenance of our whiteboards.

• On delivery, we can ensure that a printed manual is provided on every 
whiteboard, unless this is not desired for sustainability reasons.

In the manual, we explain:
• How to keep the board clean.
• What cleaning materials can 

and can’t be used.
• The best types of markers and 

erasers (regardless of brand) to 
use.

• What sustainability certificates 
are linked to our products.

• What recycling (return) scheme 
we use for our products and 
how the user can take 
advantage of that.

• Quality standards.
• How product-specific 

agreements can be made with 
respect to the content or 
distribution of the manual.

Certificate

CERTNR. 00ZZ0020-Z-190383

15th of JANUARY 2020

The undersigned declares that Trees for All has offset 
the greenhouse gas emissions of:

Smit Visual B.V

Regarding 2018
To this end,

721 tonnes CO2

has been sustainably captured in one of our certified 
forestry projects overseas. Thank you for this 
contribution to a green and healthy planet!

Simone Groenendijk
Managing director

We advise daily/weekly 
cleaning with whiteboard 
spray



MAN6 CONSULTATION
Goal: Involve relevant interested 
parties (including building users, 
companies, residents and the 
local government) in the design 
process to boost local 
involvement and to ensure that a 
building is optimally suited to its 
use.

Criteria: Consultation has or is 
taking place and feedback is given 
to the local community and 
building users.

Contribution of Chameleon with 
respect to Credit MAN6:
In principle, our product does not 
promote the involvement of 
interested parties, but our 
product does have strong links to 
the functionality of a building. 

When future users are consulted 
about how their organisation 
works, it is important to know 
what visual management 
techniques are used or will be 
used in the organisation. When 
using scrum/agile project 
techniques, for example, it is very 
important to incorporate 
analogue workspace (i.e. 
whiteboards) in a design concept. 
  

HEA9 VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS
Goal: Promote healthy and good quality indoor air, because the 
construction and finishing materials used produce low emissions of 
harmful, volatile organic compounds and other harmful particles.

Criteria: Healthy and good quality indoor air is achieved because the 
construction and finishing materials used produce low emissions of 
harmful, volatile organic compounds. Or healthy and good quality indoor 
air is achieved because the indoor air on delivery has a low level of 
harmful, volatile organic compounds.

Contribution of Chameleon with respect to Credit HEA9
The Chameleon enamel whiteboard surface has the Indoor Advantage™ 
Gold certificate: the enamel surface complies with the Indoor Air Quality 
certificate (SCS-EC10.3-2014 v3.0) for ‘open plan and private office 
workstation’ parameters and ‘School classroom’ parameters. 
Registration no.: SCS-IAQ-02139.

The glue in our products does not contain volatile organic compounds. 
The lacquer used for the edges of our whiteboards is waterborne.

HEA13 ACOUSTICS
Goal: Minimise noise pollution in a building through good sound 
insulation and noise protection. And if necessary, reduce it to an 
acceptable level, thus achieving a high degree of noise comfort in the 
building.

Criteria: Good sound insulation and noise protection must be created in 
the building, so that acceptable noise levels are achieved in all areas of 
the building with respect to airborne noise and contact noise.

Contribution of Chameleon with respect to Credit HEA13
Chameleon offers the option of combining a whiteboard with acoustic 
pinboard material, 60% of which is made from recycled PET bottles. The 
whiteboard panels and acoustic panels can be linked as one system to 
create a wall-filling combination.
The acoustic value:ɑɑw 0.25 | NRC 0.30

With scrum 
techniques, magnetic 
writing walls occupy a 
prominent place in the 
interior design.

WHITEBOARD WITH 
ACOUSTIC PANELS

CO2

Neutral

100%



MAT5 DEFENDED ORIGIN OF MATERIALS
Goal: Promote the use of materials with a 
substantiated/responsible origin in the main building 
parts.

Criteria: 100% of the wood must be sustainably 
produced. There is a calculator for other materials for 
which points can be awarded. The environmental 
management system ISO-14001:2015 is an accepted 
precondition. 

Contribution of Chameleon with respect to Credit 
MAT5
Chameleon whiteboard panels contain an MDF core 
which consists solely of FSC®-certified (licence code: 
C137061) wood. That means that we can prove that the 
materials we use originate from sustainable forestry. 
Moreover, the wood can be traced throughout the 
chain – from the forest to the final product.

Manufacturer Smit Visual also has ISO-14001:2015 
certification, which applies as a precondition for the 
other BREEAM points.

MAT1 BUILDING 
MATERIALS
Goal: Identify and promote the 
use of materials which have a low 
environmental impact throughout 
the lifecycle of the building.

Criteria: In BREEAM-NL 
certification, points can be gained 
when the environmental impact 
of the used materials is lower 
than the reference value. The 
greater the difference, the more 
points will be awarded. We 
emphasise again that Chameleon 
whiteboard panels are classed as 
interior design elements, so are 
not officially eligible for points. 
However, based on these 
BREEAM-NL criteria, we want to 
show how sustainable our product 
is.

Contribution of Chameleon with 
respect to Credit MAT1
As a manufacturer, we calculate 
our annual total CO2 emissions 
released in the production of our 
products. We offset these 
emissions by planting trees via 
the CBF-certified Trees for All 
foundation. We can thus 
contribute to achieving a 
reference value of <60%, which 
would be awarded with the 
maximum number of BREEAM 
points.

A Chameleon whiteboard is a high 
quality, sustainable product with 
a lifetime warranty on 
functionality. That means that the 
product can be used throughout 
the lifespan of a building. If 
desired, however, we have a 
recycling scheme through which 
the product can be returned for 
compensation. The board will be 
given a new life as a whiteboard 
for organisations which prefer 
recycled products.

A CHAMELEON WHITEBOARD IS A HIGH 
QUALITY, SUSTAINABLE PRODUCT 
WITH A LIFETIME  WARRANTY ON 
FUNCTIONALITY.

Our whiteboards are 
FSC® certified

CO2

Neutral

100%



WST1 WASTE MANAGEMENT ON THE 
CONSTRUCTION SITE
Goal: Promote efficient material use through sensible 
and effective waste management on the construction 
site.

Criteria: It must be demonstrated that waste is 
minimised on the construction site, is separated and 
that at least 80% is reused or recycled. 

Contribution of Chameleon with respect to Credit 
WST1
Chameleon whiteboard panels are produced to size in 
our own factory, so that they only need to be 
assembled on the construction site. This prevents 
residual waste on the construction site. 

Panels are also transported to the end location 
without packaging, using only a reusable cardboard 
sheet in between. The amount of packaging waste is 
therefore reduced to zero. 

This means no separation or recycling, which stands 
for the full BREEAM score.

MAT8 BUILDING FLEXIBILITY
Goal: Promote the development of buildings which 
feature a high degree of flexibility.

Criteria: Using the Building Flexibility calculator, a 
calculation of the division, adaptability and 
multifunctionality was made, which showed that the 
degree of building flexibility fulfils the credit criteria.

Contribution of Chameleon with respect to Credit 
MAT8
Chameleon whiteboard walls can be incorporated in 
(mobile) inner walls as well as mounted on existing walls 
as a dismountable product. Using our magnetic assembly 
system, whiteboard panels can be easily taken off the 
wall to be 100% reused in their original form. 

A Chameleon whiteboard wall is easily dismountable.


